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One  of  the  first  rules  we  learn  in  gardening  is... don't  sow  the  seed  too 
thickly.    All  gardeners  agree  -  plants  must  have  room  to  grov. 

But  it's  easier  to  say,  "Don't  plant  too  thickly,"  than  it  is  to  do... or 
don't.    The  garden  specialists  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  ex- 
plain that  because  some  seed  are  tiny,  it's  difficult  to  keep  from  planting  them 
too  close  together.    Seed  like  lettuce,  radishes,  carrots,  beets,  turnips.  Now, 
nobody  would  wittingly  harbor  a  crop  of  weeds.    But  too  many  plants  in  a  row  have 
the  same  effect  as  weeds.    They  crowd  each  other,  they  starve  each  other,  they 
keep  each  other  from  growing  into  mature  healthy  plants.    So  when  the  plants  do 
come  up  too  thick... good  gardeners  lose  little  time  before  they  thin  them  out. 
Here  are  some  thinning  tips  the  specialists  pass  along  to  us. 

First... carrots.    As  soon  as  the  carrot  plants  are  large  enough  to  work  with, 
they  ought  to  be  thinned  out... about  one  inch  apart.    Later  on,  when  the  carrots 

**  t0  te  ab°Ut  33  ^  aS  llttle  they  can  be  thinned  a  second  time, 

mat  time,  you  pull  uP  every  other  carrot... so  they  stand  about  two  inches  apart. 
And,  of  course,  the  finger  sized  carrots  you  pull  up  are  ready  to  be  eaten. 

For  beats... thin  the  plants  so  they're  at  least  three  inches  apart.  If 
they're  any  closer  together,  they  may  be  cramped  into  growing  like  a  carrot  instead 
:>f  a  beet. 

^ips  should  be  thinned  to  stand  about  like  the  beets. ..  three  inches  apart. 
If  you're  in  doubt  on  the  space  of  any  plant,  it's  better  to  have  more  than  enough 
room  for  it  than  too  little. 
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